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Abstract

In the science of Islamic legal theory (Usul al-Figh), a qarinah (contextual indicator) is considered by many scholars
to be the primary means of clarifying ambiguity and obscurity. It is important in diverting Al-amr from its original
literal meaning and in the process of deriving Islamic legal rulings from the Qur’an and the Sunnah, as well as in
understanding legal texts. This study aims to define the concept of (Al-amr) linguistically and technically, examine
its forms and usages, and then define the concept of a qarinah linguistically and technically, along with its various
categories. The study also explores the disagreement among scholars regarding the garinah (indicators) that can
divert a command from its original meaning. The Zahirt School maintains that Al-amr cannot be diverted from its
literal meaning except by another explicit text or by the consensus (ijma ‘) of Muslims. In contrast, the majority of
scholars hold that Al-amr may also be diverted through other forms of evidence besides textual proof and consensus,
such as contextual, customary, and interpretive qarinah (indicators). The researcher employed inductive, applied
and deductive methodologies. It reached several conclusions, including that Al-amr fundamentally denotes
obligation unless accompanied by an indicator (qarinah) that shifts its meaning to another implication understood
from the context and surrounding circumstances, such as recommendation (nadb), supplication, permissibility, or
request. Al-amr has a specific linguistic form that inherently signifies it, namely, the imperative form ("Do!").
Declarative statements intended to convey a request are also considered among the forms indicating Al-amr. The
Reseacher found that, according to the majority of scholars, neither superiority nor authority is a necessary condition
for Al-amr. It also concluded that contextual qarinah are divided into several categories: internal and external, with
internal further classified as connected and disconnected. Based on its source, it may be legal (Shar ‘7)) or customary
(‘Urfi). While it can sometimes provide certainty, they may also merely support probable interpretations.
Furthermore, a qarinah may restrict Al-amr, specify its application, or clarify its intended meaning. This principle
is supported by evidence from the Qur’an, the Sunnah, the practice of the Companions and the rulings of leading
Jurist-scholars. The research also demonstrates that principles of Islamic legal theory can be applied to subsidiary
legal rulings. It reveals that many disputes regarding whether certain commands indicate obligation or
recommendation originate from differing interpretations of contextual indicators. The research recommends that
scholars and researchers concerned with issues of Islamic legal theory, especially those specializing in Shart ‘ah-
related disciplines, give greater attention to the study of Al-amr because of their direct connection to legal rulings
addressed to morally responsible individuals (mukallafin). Such rulings are closely linked to Islamic personal and
social conduct and to the fatwas issued by religious institutions. The research further emphasizes the need for caution
when applying Al-amr, taking into account the relevant contextual indicators (qarinah), and weighing which
interpretation is more appropriate and complete in light of essential and complementary human needs.
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