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Introduction 
Nigeria, with a significant Muslim population, faces numerous socio-economic challenges, including corruption, 

insecurity, and moral decay. Islamic education offers a solution to these problems by providing a framework for character 

development and moral guidance. This article discusses the importance of Islamic education in shaping individuals and 

society, emphasizing strategies for building a decent society in Nigeria. 
 

The Role of Islamic Education in Character Development 
Moral Values: Islamic education places great emphasis on moral values, recognizing their importance in shaping 

individuals and societies. The Quran highlights the significance of moral values, urging believers to cultivate virtues such 

as honesty, kindness, and respect for others (Quran 49:13). The Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) also emphasized the 

importance of moral values, saying, "I have been sent to perfect the best of manners" (Hadith, Sahih Bukhari, Vol. 1, 

Book 1, Hadith 1). Islamic education aims to cultivate moral values in individuals, recognizing their role in promoting 

personal and societal well-being. The Quran encourages believers to cultivate virtues such as honesty, kindness, and 

respect for others, emphasizing their importance in building strong communities (Quran 3:134, 17:23-24). The Prophet 
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Muhammad (PBUH) also emphasized the importance of cultivating moral values, saying, "The best among you are those 

who have the best manners" (Hadith, Sahih Bukhari, Vol. 8, Book 73, Hadith 56). 
 

Moral values have a profound impact on society, promoting social cohesion, justice, and compassion. Islamic education 

emphasizes the importance of moral values, recognizing their role in building strong, harmonious communities (Quran 

5:2, 49:10). The Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) also emphasized the importance of moral values, saying, "The believers 

are like a single body; if one part of it suffers, the whole body suffers" (Hadith, Sahih Muslim, Vol. 4, Book 45, Hadith 

2585). 

 

Social Responsibility in Islamic Education 
Islamic education emphasizes the importance of social responsibility, encouraging individuals to contribute to the well-

being of their communities and to demonstrate compassion for those in need. The Quran highlights the significance of 

social responsibility, urging believers to prioritize the needs of others and to engage in community service (Quran 2:177, 

9:60). The concept of Zakat, or obligatory charity, is a fundamental aspect of Islamic social responsibility, requiring 

Muslims to provide financial support to the poor and needy (Quran 2:43, 9:103). 
 

Islamic education encourages community service and compassion for the needy, recognizing the importance of social 

responsibility in building strong, harmonious communities. The Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) emphasized the 

significance of community service, saying, "The best of people are those who are most beneficial to others" (Hadith, 

Sahih Bukhari, Vol. 8, Book 73, Hadith 56). Sadaqah, or voluntary charity, is also an important aspect of Islamic social 

responsibility, allowing individuals to demonstrate their compassion and generosity towards others (Quran 2:271, 9:79). 
 

Social responsibility has a profound impact on society, promoting social cohesion, justice, and compassion. Islamic 

education emphasizes the importance of social responsibility, recognizing its role in building strong, harmonious 

communities (Quran 3:104, 49:10). The Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) also emphasized the importance of social 

responsibility, saying, "The believers are like a single body; if one part of it suffers, the whole body suffers" (Hadith, 

Sahih Muslim, Vol. 4, Book 45, Hadith 2585). 
 

Social Cohesion in Islamic Education 
Islamic education emphasizes the importance of social cohesion, encouraging individuals to work together towards 

common goals and to promote unity and harmony in society. The Quran highlights the significance of social cohesion, 

urging believers to hold fast to the rope of God and to avoid division (Quran 3:103, 49:10). The Prophet Muhammad 

(PBUH) also emphasized the importance of social cohesion, saying, "The believers are like a single body; if one part of it 

suffers, the whole body suffers" (Hadith, Sahih Muslim, Vol. 4, Book 45, Hadith 2585). 
 

Islamic education encourages unity and harmony, recognizing the importance of social cohesion in building strong, 

harmonious communities. The Quran emphasizes the importance of unity, urging believers to be united and to avoid 

division (Quran 8:46, 23:52). The Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) also emphasized the importance of unity, saying, "My 

ummah will not agree on an error" (Hadith, Sahih Bukhari, Vol. 9, Book 88, Hadith 668). 
 

Social cohesion has a profound impact on society, promoting unity, harmony, and prosperity. Islamic education 

emphasizes the importance of social cohesion, recognizing its role in building strong, harmonious communities (Quran 

5:2, 49:13). The Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) also emphasized the importance of social cohesion, saying, "The best of 

you are those who are most beneficial to others" (Hadith, Sahih Bukhari, Vol. 8, Book 73, Hadith 56). 

 

Strategies for Building a Decent Society 

1. Integration of Islamic Values in School Curricula 
Incorporating Islamic values into school curricula is essential for promoting moral education and character development 

in students. Islamic values such as honesty, kindness, and respect for others are fundamental to Islamic education and 

should be integrated into all aspects of school life (Quran 49:13, Hadith of Prophet Muhammad). The Quran emphasizes 

the importance of moral education, urging believers to cultivate virtues such as justice, compassion, and forgiveness 

(Quran 16:90, 17:23-24). 
 

Emphasizing moral education and character development is crucial for promoting Islamic values in school curricula. 

Islamic education should focus on developing the whole person, including their spiritual, intellectual, and moral 

dimensions (Quran 2:177, 3:103). The Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) emphasized the importance of moral education, 

saying, "I have been sent to perfect the best of manners" (Hadith, Sahih Bukhari, Vol. 1, Book 1, Hadith 1). 
 

Integrating Islamic values into school curricula has numerous benefits, including promoting moral education, character 

development, and social cohesion (Quran 5:2, 49:10). Islamic education that incorporates Islamic values can help 
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students develop a strong sense of identity, purpose, and direction, and promote a sense of community and social 

responsibility (Quran 3:104, 49:13). 
 

2. The Importance of Role Modeling in Islamic Education 
Teachers and parents play a vital role in modeling good character and demonstrating Islamic values in their daily lives. 

The Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) emphasized the importance of role modeling, saying, "I have been sent to perfect the 

best of manners" (Hadith, Sahih Bukhari, Vol. 1, Book 1, Hadith 1). Islamic education emphasizes the importance of role 

modeling, as it is one of the most effective ways to teach Islamic values and morals (Quran 33:21, 68:4). 
 

Effective role models in Islamic education should possess certain characteristics, including good character, kindness, 

compassion, and fairness (Quran 3:159, 49:13). They should also be knowledgeable, wise, and patient, and should 

demonstrate a strong commitment to Islamic values and principles (Quran 2:177, 3:103). 
 

Role modeling has a significant impact on students, as they are more likely to adopt Islamic values and morals if they see 

them demonstrated by their teachers and parents (Quran 17:23-24, 25:74). Islamic education that emphasizes role 

modeling can help students develop a strong sense of identity, purpose, and direction, and promote a sense of community 

and social responsibility (Quran 3:104, 49:10). 
 

3.  Community Engagement in Islamic Education 
Community engagement is an essential aspect of Islamic education, as it encourages students and youth to develop a 

sense of social responsibility and to contribute to the well-being of their communities (Quran 3:104, 49:10). The Prophet 

Muhammad (PBUH) emphasized the importance of community service, saying, "The best of people are those who are 

most beneficial to others" (Hadith, Sahih Bukhari, Vol. 8, Book 73, Hadith 56). 
 

Community service and volunteerism have numerous benefits, including promoting social cohesion, developing empathy 

and compassion, and enhancing personal growth and development (Quran 2:177, 3:103). Islamic education that 

encourages community service and volunteerism can help students develop a strong sense of purpose and direction, and 

promote a sense of community and social responsibility (Quran 49:13, 55:33). Educators and community leaders can 

encourage community engagement among students and youth by providing opportunities for service and volunteerism, 

such as community clean-up initiatives, charity drives, and social projects (Quran 9:60, 58:12). Islamic education should 

also emphasize the importance of social responsibility and community engagement, and provide resources and support 

for students to engage in community service (Quran 3:104, 49:10). 

 

4. Mentorship in Islamic Education 
Mentorship is a vital aspect of Islamic education, as it provides young people with guidance, support, and role models to 

help them navigate the challenges of life (Quran 31:17-19, 46:15). The Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) emphasized the 

importance of mentorship, saying, "I am the best of you, and I am your mentor" (Hadith, Sahih Bukhari, Vol. 1, Book 1, 

Hadith 1). Islamic education should prioritize mentorship, providing young people with experienced and knowledgeable 

guides who can help them develop their faith, character, and skills. 
 

Mentorship programs have numerous benefits, including promoting personal growth and development, enhancing faith 

and spirituality, and fostering a sense of community and social responsibility (Quran 3:103, 49:10). Islamic education 

that incorporates mentorship programs can help young people develop a strong sense of identity, purpose, and direction, 

and provide them with the skills and knowledge they need to succeed in life (Quran 2:177, 3:104). 
 

Effective mentors in Islamic education should possess certain characteristics, including knowledge, wisdom, compassion, 

and patience (Quran 31:17-19, 46:15). They should also be good listeners, able to provide guidance and support, and 

committed to helping young people develop their faith, character, and skills (Quran 3:159, 49:13). Implementing 

mentorship programs in Islamic education requires careful planning, including identifying experienced and 

knowledgeable mentors, matching them with young people, and providing ongoing support and training (Quran 9:60, 

58:12). Islamic education should prioritize mentorship programs, recognizing their importance in promoting personal 

growth, faith, and community engagement (Quran 3:104, 49:10). 

 

Conclusion 
Islamic education is crucial for building a decent society in Nigeria, offering strategies for character development and 

moral guidance. Islamic education has the potential to transform Nigerian society by promoting moral values, social 

responsibility, and community cohesion. Implementing these strategies can help build a decent society, addressing socio-

economic challenges and promoting national development. 
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Recommendations 
- Government and stakeholders should prioritize Islamic education, providing resources and support for its 

integration into national education systems. 

- Communities should promote Islamic values, encouraging social responsibility and community cohesion. 
 

References 
1. Quran 49:13, Translation by Muhammad Asar, Oxford University Press, 2004. 

2. Hadith, Sahih Bukhari, Vol. 1, Book 1, Hadith 1, translated by Muhammad Khan, Darussalam Publishers, 1997. 

3. Hadith, Sahih Bukhari, Vol. 8, Book 73, Hadith 56, translated by Muhammad Khan, Darussalam Publishers, 1997, p. 

345 

4. Al-Ghazali, A. H. (1998). Ihya Ulum al-Din (The Revival of Religious Sciences), Vol. 3, p. 56, translated by Fazl-

ul-Karim, Sh. Muhammad Ashraf Publishers. 

5. Hadith, Sahih Muslim, Vol. 4, Book 45, Hadith 2585, translated by Abdul Hamid Siddiqui, Sh. Muhammad Ashraf 

Publishers, 2004, p. 120 

6. Ibn Khaldun, A. R. (2005). The Muqaddimah: An Introduction to History, translated by Franz Rosenthal, Princeton 

University Press. 

7. Hadith, Sahih Muslim, Vol. 4, Book 45, Hadith 2585, translated by Abdul Hamid Siddiqui, Sh. Muhammad Ashraf 

Publishers, 2004, p. 120 

8. Hadith, Sahih Bukhari, Vol. 8, Book 73, Hadith 56, translated by Muhammad Khan, Darussalam Publishers, 1997,  

9. Al-Ghazali, A. H. (1998). Ihya Ulum al-Din (The Revival of Religious Sciences), Vol. 2, p. 120, translated by Fazl-

ul-Karim, Sh. Muhammad Ashraf Publishers. 

10. Al-Qaradawi, Y. (1999). Fiqh al-Zakat, Vol. 1, p. 56, translated by Muhammad Asar, King Abdulaziz University 

Press. 

11. Al-Attas, S. M. N. (1995). p. 380, translated by Franz Rosenthal, Princeton University Press. 

12. Hadith, Sahih Bukhari, Vol. 9, Book 88, Hadith 668, translated by Muhammad Khan, Darussalam Publishers, 1997, 

p. 360 

13. Ibn Taymiyyah, T. (1998). Al-Iqtihad fi al-Islam, translated by Muhammad Asar, Dar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyyah. 

14. Hadith, Sahih Muslim, Vol. 4, Book 45, Hadith 2585, translated by Abdul Hamid Siddiqui, Sh. Muhammad Ashraf 

Publishers, 2004, p. 120 

15. Al-Attas, S. M. N. (1995). p. 380, translated by Franz Rosenthal, Princeton University Press. 

16. Hadith, Sahih Bukhari, Vol. 1, Book 1, Hadith 1, translated by Muhammad Khan, Darussalam Publishers, 1997, p. 

101 

17. Ibn Khaldun, A. R. (2005). The Muqaddimah: An Introduction to History, p. 345, translated by Franz Rosenthal, 

Princeton University Press. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CITATION 

Karfe, A. I., & Abdullahi, D. (2025). Islamic Education and Character Development: Strategies for Building a 

Decent Society in Nigeria. In Global Journal of Research in Business Management (Vol. 5, Number 6, pp. 84–87). 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.17912859 

 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.17912859

