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Abstract

Language is central to all human activities, serving as a medium for exchanging ideas, emotions, and thoughts.
Entrepreneurs, in particular, rely on language and the skills acquired through language education to facilitate
effective communication. However, the success or failure of the communication process is largely dependent on
how language is employed. This paper underscores the essential role of language skills in entrepreneurship,
emphasizing the need for entrepreneurs to develop strong communicative abilities to efficiently manage human
resources within their businesses. It explores language education in-depth, highlighting its significance in
equipping entrepreneurs with the necessary skills for achieving business success and functionality. Furthermore,
the paper examines the concept of entrepreneurial skills and the various career opportunities available to
entrepreneurs through language education and communicative proficiency. It also addresses the impact of
language skills in captivating audiences and engaging the public. To reinforce its findings, the paper presents key
recommendations: students should be encouraged to recognize the power of language education, the importance of
linguistics, and the correct use of words in various contexts. Given that language is universally used, both young
and old should be motivated to apply proper language skills in songwriting, comedy, and other forms of
entertainment as viable entrepreneurial ventures leading to self-empowerment.
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Introduction

Language is humanity’s most valuable gift, serving as a crucial tool for communication, cultural preservation, and
societal advancement. It allows individuals to share ideas, emotions, and traditions across generations. The ability to
manipulate language effectively for different purposes grants individuals access to various career opportunities where
precise, articulate, and expressive language use is essential (Grace & Kenneth, 2012). In today’s rapidly modernizing
world, the demand for individuals with exceptional oral and written communication skills is increasing. Those who
possess these linguistic abilities are highly sought after and provided with employment opportunities, pathways to
financial independence, and the chance to establish private language clinics. In the educational system, language
education plays a key role in equipping students with these essential skills.

Language Education

Grace and Kenneth (2012) define language education as the structured study of language as an art and academic
discipline. It involves the exploration of language’s nature and significance, theories and processes of language
development, strategies for enhancing linguistic abilities, and an in-depth analysis of pedagogical methods,
competencies, and challenges in language acquisition. Language education is designed to give students a profound
understanding of linguistic science while providing them with practical skills to attain fluency and proficiency in
language use. However, most universities do not offer language education as a separate undergraduate program. Instead,
it is commonly integrated into English language education courses. In Nigeria, language education programs are housed
within the Department of Teacher Education at Niger Delta University and the Department of Arts Education in some
universities.
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Language education and functional literacy are essential tools for entrepreneurship development and global relevance.
These concepts hold particular importance in developing countries like Nigeria, which, as a post-colonial state, continues
striving toward modernization, progress, and sustainable growth (Uwani, 2009). Functional literacy, made possible
through language education, enables individuals to become active and informed members of society. A literate person is
not only capable of reading and writing but also possesses essential knowledge, self-awareness, and an understanding of
key principles that foster personal and professional growth. As a unifying force, language plays a fundamental role in
Nigeria’s social structure. It serves as the medium of communication for the president, governors, lawmakers, and the
judiciary, making it essential for governance and national unity.

Zalakoro (2014), citing Zalakoro (2013), notes that among the legacies left behind by British colonial rule, none is more
significant than the English language. Politically, English serves as the main medium through which governmental
policies are communicated to the public, as it is the official language used in newspapers, radio and television broadcasts,
and various other forms of media. Additionally, it plays a creative and influential role in fostering peace and national
unity. Literary works—including novels, poetry, and drama—are predominantly written in English, further highlighting
its cultural and educational importance. Fumi (2013) asserts that national unity in Nigeria would be impossible without
the use of English, underscoring its role in shaping the country’s collective identity.

Economically, English links Nigeria to the global community, serving as the language of science, technology,
international trade, and commerce. The necessity of English in Nigeria makes its mastery crucial for a vast majority of
the population. Beyond the educated elite, English has also been adapted by those without formal education, extending
beyond the realm of Pidgin English. Additionally, Nigerian English continues to evolve, making the future of the English
language in the country uncertain.

English language education provides students with a wide range of professional skills. Since Nigeria’s independence in
1960, English has remained the country’s lingua franca and the primary means of communication among people of
diverse linguistic backgrounds (Friedrich, 2007). Training in English equips individuals with the ability to teach all
aspects of the language, including its literature, compose and edit official documents, proofread texts, present news
broadcasts, perform in theatrical productions, act as master of ceremonies, draft and refine speeches, serve as experts on
English language matters, and establish language clinics for children with speech difficulties, among other opportunities
(Grace & Kenneth, 2012:95).

Conversely, French language education plays an important role in preparing students for international opportunities. As a
major global language in science, technology, commerce, and industry, French is a key requirement for employment in
global organizations such as the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), the United Nations
Organization (UNO), and the International Police Commission (INTERPOL). Recognizing its global significance, the
Nigerian Federal Government designated French as the country’s second official language in 1998 (FRN, 2001).
Proficiency in French following university training enables individuals to become experts in French language studies, in
addition to being able to teach the language at all levels of education where French is included in the curriculum.
Furthermore, individuals skilled in French can work as translators or personal assistants for professionals engaged in
cross-border business with French-speaking countries. They can also work as editors, proofreaders, and authors of
French-language textbooks for schools (Grace, 2013).

What is Language?

Ugwu (2012) describes language as the most fundamental and sophisticated form of human symbolic activity. It consists
of symbolic sounds produced by the vocal system, systematically arranged into classes and patterns that form a complex
and structured system. Every language serves as a reflection of a culture and its adaptation to the world, possessing the
capacity to generate and regenerate innovations. Fumi (2013) defines language as any structured system of linguistic
symbols used consistently by a group of individuals to facilitate meaningful communication. Language is inherently tied
to culture, functioning both as an indicator and an essential component of cultural identity. Because language is deeply
embedded in culture, each linguistic system serves as a medium for expressing cultural values and perspectives. During
sporting events, for example, fans from various African nations gather in one place, showcasing their cultural heritage
through songs, drumming, and dances, thereby sharing and celebrating their diverse traditions with others.

A country like Nigeria, facing challenges such as graduate unemployment, poverty, economic dependence, and
overpopulation, must implement educational programs that equip graduates with practical skills that can be applied in
real-world settings. Simultaneously, there is a need to minimize programs that lack practical relevance in the labor
market. Grace (2012) advocates for a pragmatic approach to entrepreneurship education as a solution to the widespread
unemployment issues among Nigerian graduates.

@ 2025 | PUBLISHED BY GJR PUBLICATION, INDIA



Global J Res Edu Lte. 2025; 5(2), 22-27

The Concept of Entrepreneurship Education

The term “entrepreneur™ originates from French and translates literally to mean “between-taker" or "go-between." Over
time, the meaning of the word has evolved through different historical periods, from its earliest usage to the Middle Ages
and into modern times. Entrepreneurship education is a form of instruction designed to provide students with the
managerial knowledge, skills, and motivation necessary for entrepreneurial success across various professional settings
(Madumere-Obike & Ukala, 2013, p. 72). According to Madumere-Obike and Ukala (2013, p. 73), entrepreneurship
encompasses the mindset, competencies, and activities of individuals who initiate and establish new business ventures.
The authors emphasize that an entrepreneur is a visionary, a risk-taker who identifies opportunities, possesses strong
managerial abilities, and demonstrates patience and resilience in achieving business goals.

Entrepreneurial education, therefore, aims to instill in individuals the capability to develop innovative ideas with
significant value by committing time and effort, taking on financial, emotional, and social risks, and ultimately reaping
rewards in the form of financial gain, personal fulfillment, and autonomy. What sets entrepreneurship education apart is
its emphasis on recognizing and seizing opportunities, preparing learners not only for survival but also for sustainable
growth and development through their own initiative. On a broader scale, entrepreneurship education contributes to
national progress by increasing productivity and enhancing human capital, fostering economic advancement while
granting individuals a sense of belonging, dignity, and accomplishment.

Akon (2012) defines an entrepreneur as an individual who identifies and assesses business opportunities, assembles the
necessary resources to capitalize on them, and takes strategic actions to ensure success. This definition encompasses all
forms of knowledge acquisition that empower individuals to generate genuine wealth within the economic sector, thus
contributing to national development. Akon (2012), referencing Etuk and Mbat (2010), asserts that entrepreneurship is a
process whereby individuals or governments, whether independently or collaboratively, leverage available economic
opportunities without being deterred by associated risks or limited resources at their disposal. As a result,
entrepreneurship thrives on the principles of capitalism, which in turn fosters economic growth and job creation.

Entrepreneurship

John (2015) notes that the term "entrepreneur” is frequently used in both everyday language and academic discourse in
management and economics. The word traces its origins to seventeenth-century France, where an "entrepreneur” referred
to an individual commissioned to oversee a commercial project on behalf of an investor. In the earliest contexts, this
typically involved overseas trade ventures, which posed significant risks to both the investor, who stood to lose capital,
and the entrepreneur, who faced even greater personal stakes. From its inception, entrepreneurship has been closely
associated with the concepts of investment, risk-taking, and financial management.

Several concepts have evolved from the original idea of the entrepreneur, including entrepreneurial behavior and the
entrepreneurial process. The notion that an entrepreneur undertakes specific ventures provides insight into the essence of
entrepreneurship. Managing a project requires the completion of defined tasks with the objective of achieving certain
outcomes, with an individual assuming responsibility for its success. In this context, entrepreneurship is the act of
engaging in such ventures, while "entrepreneurial” describes the approach or style with which these ventures are
undertaken. The use of this descriptive term suggests that entrepreneurship involves a unique way of operating.

The entrepreneurial process refers to the series of activities undertaken by an entrepreneur to create new value through a
business endeavor. Defining the entrepreneur in precise terms presents a challenge—not due to a lack of available
definitions, but because of the wide range of interpretations found in management and economics literature. The
difficulty in establishing a universally accepted definition arises from the differing perspectives on the key attributes that
characterize an entrepreneur.

Economists have long acknowledged the significant role entrepreneurs play in economic growth and development.
However, despite the structured nature of economics as a discipline, the concept of the entrepreneur remains difficult to
define concretely. The challenge lies not in recognizing the entrepreneur’s contribution but in distinguishing their role
from that of conventional managers in established businesses. This distinction is crucial, yet it remains a subject of
ongoing debate (John, 2015).

Language Education: A Veritable Tool for Entrepreneurship Skills Development

Entrepreneurship plays a significant role in a nation's economic advancement and overall development. It is a deliberate
endeavor that encompasses the initiation, promotion, and distribution of wealth and services. An entrepreneur is a crucial
element in economic progress and a key player in socio-economic transformation. Entrepreneurship involves taking risks
and navigating challenges. The impact of language skills on entrepreneurship is profound, extending beyond mere
abstraction to serve as a driving force that shapes the lives of individuals who acquire it, enabling them to contribute
meaningfully to societal growth and development. This process involves attitudes, authority, and cultural identity,
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allowing individuals—both young and old—to gain the ability, influence, and capacity to make decisions and implement
transformative changes in their lives and the lives of others (Zalakoro, 2014).

The acquisition of relevant skills, along with the enhancement of an individual’s cognitive, physical, and social abilities,
is fundamental to their ability to thrive and contribute to societal development. As Akon (2012) stresses, skills serve as
the foundation for human adaptation to life. Furthermore, skill is recognized as a measure of performance that is not
solely reliant on an individual's natural abilities but must be cultivated through education, practice, and experience. Akon
(2012) highlights that skill acquisition is inherently dependent on learning. An entrepreneur aspiring for success must
have the right vocabulary for business interactions. Without appropriate language, business operations would stagnate.
Without words, entrepreneurship would remain in its most primitive form. In an academic setting, language proficiency
is the ability to perform tasks efficiently and effectively. It also encompasses precision and economy in execution. The
relationship between ideas and words is so intertwined that any deficiency in one inevitably affects the other.

Regardless of one's innate talents or expertise in a specific field, individuals are often assessed not just by their
knowledge but by how accurately and effectively they communicate. Whether in social or business settings, frequent
errors in English, inability to engage in properly structured conversations or business discussions, and mediocre writing
skills can be embarrassing, not just for the individual but also for friends and colleagues exposed to such mistakes. A
person’s proficiency in English is a reflection of their personality, character, and identity. It is an inseparable part of who
they are, much like their shadow. Mastery of the English language instills confidence and composure, allowing
individuals to navigate different social settings without fear of criticism. Strong language skills provide a platform for
individuals to articulate their thoughts clearly and assertively. Language serves as a vehicle for expressing ideas through
words. As Isaac (1941) asserts, "Thought is impossible without words." The elegance and creativity of language unlock
endless opportunities in life (Funk, 1938).

Entrepreneurship and Self-Employment through Language in Music

The significance of language in music extends beyond artistic expression; it serves as a force that mirrors the experiences
and realities of those who embrace it, empowering them to contribute positively to societal progress and development.
This attitudinal, structural, and cultural process allows individuals, both young and old, to develop the capability,
authority, and autonomy to make decisions and implement transformative changes in their lives and in the broader
community.

Language and music have provided viable employment opportunities for young people, offering a pathway to
generational equity, civic participation, and the promotion of democracy. Numerous local, regional, and international
government agencies, as well as community-based nonprofit organizations, initiate programs such as "A Day of a
Thousand Laughs," engaging young people and other members of society in Nigeria. Language and music play a pivotal
role in fostering self-reliance at both the individual and national levels (Zalakoro, 2014:240). Developing self-reliant
individuals entails equipping them with the skills necessary for financial independence, achieved through self-
employment.

Self-employment serves as a remedy for the growing unemployment crisis, a persistent issue that has deeply affected
society. This concern partly explains the inclusion of music education in school curricula, as it is designed to fulfill both
individual aspirations and societal needs. Music, as an educational discipline and an artistic profession, holds immense
relevance in society. Functionally, music education provides learners with the tools to achieve self-sufficiency upon
graduation. Zalakoro (2014:240) reinforces this perspective, noting that music education is highly beneficial due to its
vocational components, which enable students to acquire skills, develop interests, and gain knowledge essential for
professional, social, political, and economic engagement. These competencies are not only advantageous to the
individuals themselves but also contribute positively to society. The practical training and vocational skills acquired
through music education are valuable for the future, empowering both graduates and non-graduates to achieve financial
independence, thereby reducing poverty within the country.

Career Opportunity through Language and Music
Language and music are widely recognized as creative and performance-driven disciplines. As a result, individuals
admitted into colleges of education or universities to study music education are generally expected to be creators,
composers, and performers, specializing in one or more instruments or voice. A select group of exceptionally talented
students manage to combine both composition and performance.

A university degree in music necessitates a strong command of music theory and history, along with a high level of
proficiency in performance. This includes the ability to read vocal and orchestral scores and interpret them competently
at the keyboard. A solid foundation in subjects such as harmony, counterpoint, fugue, form and analysis, orchestration,
history, musicology, and criticism is assumed for anyone holding a B.A. (Hons) in language or music from a Nigerian
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university. Graduates with music degrees are typically expected to pursue careers as teachers or lecturers in secondary
schools and tertiary institutions. Others establish their own bands, studios, orchestras, or choral groups, or engage in
cultural administration, broadcasting, and other areas within the music industry. This represents a significant contribution
to both society and the nation as a whole (Zalakoro, 2014).

Communication and the Artist

Language serves as the medium through which communication occurs within an organization. Zalakoro (2014:241)
asserts that language is the instrument that enables any form of collaborative effort. She further explains that language is
essential for individuals in a society to convey the outcomes of their creative thinking to others. As such, language plays
a crucial role in shaping societies and business structures. This implies that an artist who lacks effective language skills
may struggle to manage human resources within their profession.

Communication, however, is a multifaceted process. Zalakoro (2014:241) states that it is not a simple exchange where
one person transmits ideas while the other passively receives them before reversing roles. Instead, communication entails
ensuring that the intended message is clearly understood by the recipient. She adds that the communicator’s role is to
embed their ideas into the recipient’s mind. This suggests that feedback is necessary to confirm that the message has been
successfully received, thereby completing the communication process. The essential components of communication, as
outlined by Zalakoro (2014), include the sender (source), the message, the channel (medium), and the receiver
(destination).

Communication does not occur in isolation. Okotie (2010) asserts that the need to communicate arises whenever there is
something to be expressed. Gailkouard (2010) further emphasizes that effective communication fosters efficient
management, strengthens organizational skills, and promotes a positive work environment. For entertainers and
musicians, strong communication skills are crucial for success in the music business.

According to Zalakoro (2013), an entertainer or musician is someone who organizes, manages, and assumes the risks
associated with a business with the primary goal of maximizing profit, thereby making them an entrepreneur.
Anyanwocha (2013) describes an entertainer or musician as the principal coordinator, controller, and organizer of the
production process. He explains that entertainers strategically combine and manage factors of production—including
land, capital, and human resources—to achieve optimal efficiency.

Ugwu (2014) concurs with these views but adds that musicians and entertainers generate income through risk-taking.
This means they are willing to release a new album while fully accepting responsibility for its success or failure. They
emerge as leaders in response to demand, recognizing opportunities and capitalizing on them from a well-positioned
standpoint.

Communicative Language Skills and the Artist

An artist who creates job opportunities cannot effectively manage human resources without acquiring strong
communicative language skills. Poor communication skills will hinder their ability to relay information to employees.
Agwu (2012) identifies linguistic barriers as a major obstacle to effective communication, defining them as challenges
related to language use. These barriers occur at three levels: semantics, grammar, and phonology.

To convey messages clearly, an artist must understand word meanings in various contexts (semantics), use correct
sentence structures (grammar), and be familiar with the pronunciation patterns of the language they are using
(phonology). The development of an artist’s language proficiency largely depends on educators. Therefore, schools must
provide comprehensive communicative language training to help students cultivate essential managerial skills early on.

Conclusion

Language education plays a fundamental role in human life, influencing all forms of activity. The effectiveness of
communication depends on how well language is utilized. Strong entrepreneurial skills are best managed when paired
with proficiency in language and a well-structured communication process.

Entrepreneurs must be capable of drafting business documents outlining all the necessary steps to establish and operate a
successful venture. Once the specifics of a business are determined, documenting these details is essential. Writing them
down allows entrepreneurs to visualize all aspects of their enterprise and enhances their ability to persuade potential
investors and financial institutions to support their business ideas. Similarly, entertainers must carefully script their
performances, selecting appropriate language, ensuring fluency in communication, and structuring sentences creatively to
captivate their audience, ultimately ensuring their business thrives and remains sustainable.
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Recommendations
Based on the discussion, the following recommendations are proposed:

1. Educators should incorporate communicative tasks that simulate real-life situations in interactive classroom settings.

2. These tasks should integrate entrepreneurial skills and focus on artistic development.

3. Children should be trained to become successful entrepreneurs by fostering qualities such as curiosity, passion, self-
motivation, honesty, courage, flexibility, intelligence, and reliability.

4. These attributes are particularly vital for aspiring entrepreneurs.

5. Teachers should encourage students to take responsibility for their decisions, avoid monotonous tasks, and seek
dynamic career paths.

6. Students must develop strong communication skills, ensuring they use the right words at the right time.
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