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Abstract

The theory of the poetry column is well established among critics, referring to the traditional Arab method of
composing poetry rather than the innovations introduced by modern poets. This theory encompasses the artistic
conventions inherited from classical Arabic poetry, including the use of elevated language, precise stylistic
techniques, and carefully chosen meters and rhymes. Poets who adhere to these artistic characteristics are often
regarded as distinguished classical poets. Building on this perspective, this study explores the aesthetic elements of
the poetry column in the works of Nigerian poets writing in Arabic. Through a literary and analytical approach, it
aims to identify key examples of poetic creativity among Nigerian poets and examine the distinct features that
define their Arabic-language poetry. Given the nature of this literary analysis, the study employs a descriptive-
analytical method, which is well suited for examining the stylistic and aesthetic elements of Nigerian Arabic poetry.
The analysis focuses on core poetic features such as the brilliance of the introduction and the strength of the
conclusion, the depth and correctness of meaning, the eloquence and richness of diction, precision in description,
refinement in simile, appropriateness in metaphor, harmony between borrowed and original expressions, and the
selection of melodious and refined meters. The findings reveal a strong connection between Nigerian Arabic poetry
and pre-Islamic Arabic poetry, not only in style, imagery, and artistic expression but also in themes and subject
matter. Many Nigerian poets emulate the classical Arabic poetic tradition by incorporating elements such as
descriptions of ruins and expressions of nostalgia. Their compositions reflect a dedication to classical aesthetics
through the careful crafting of introductions and conclusions, the pursuit of eloquence and accuracy, and the
meticulous selection of meters, all in an effort to preserve poetic authenticity.

Keywords: Arabic poetry, Nigerian poets, classical Arabic aesthetics, poetry column, poetic tradition, literary
analysis, Arabic literature in Nigeria.
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